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Julie’s Corner

Looking forward to what’s ahead
Amigos en Cristo (Friends in
Christ) is a Non for Profit 501
(c)(3) organization that is made
up of people who have a
passion for learning how to
become more like Christ,
teaching others to be more
like Christ, and doing what we
can through Christ to fulfill the
Great Commission.
Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 1:8
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Hello, my name is Julie
Zara and I am humbled,
yet excited, to become
Amigos en Cristo’s new
board president. I was
introduced to AeC by a
good friend back in
2013, attended the
Julie Zara
annual banquet that
October and made my first trip to serve
in Juarez in June 2014, along with my
husband Brad and youngest daughter
Claire. I joined the board in 2015 and
have thoroughly enjoyed serving in this
incredible ministry, founded by my
predecessor.
As I look back on my life, I now realize
that I have spent my whole adult life in
some form of missions; initially as a
school teacher where I spent 6 years as
an elementary teacher, then 7 years as a
junior high and high school special
education teacher. During my years as a
special education teacher, I was
fortunate to be able to work part time
so that I could spend valuable time with

our three daughters; Hannah, Emily, and
Claire, now 26, 24, and 20 respectively.
As the girls were all settled in school, I
became more involved in our business,
Zara’s Collision Center, where I did
marketing and coordinated our
Benevolence Program where we
refurbish and donate vehicles to people
in need. Through this program I was
introduced to Contact Ministries, a
homeless shelter for women with
children. I started serving at the shelter
in various roles and was asked to join
their board. I served 6 years as a board
member; one of those years as vice
president, and 2 years as board
president. I remain involved, teaching
parenting classes to the women living in
the shelter.
With my background in teaching, and
serving the least of these in our
community, AeC’s mission in Juarez has
been a natural fit for me. With the
incredible dedication of my fellow board
members, I look forward to what lies
ahead for AeC and the advancement of
those that we serve.
–Julie

Report from Pastor Misael

Stories of Transformation

Men and boys in the March of Prayer
Pastor Misael

A March for Transformation
We called for a March of Prayer for
Mexico on Mexico’s “Flag Day,” Feb. 24.
We invited men of all ages to walk from
Santa Teresa International Bridge to El
Peniel Church, a 10 mile walk. We
invited our friends and the youth. The
general plan was to walk and pray; also

and some people discovered they were
called to do more for the kingdom.
Already three community actions have
been accomplished as a follow up of this
march, and the Lord has opened doors
for witnessing.
A group that really loves women

Coffee among Friends
Eventually the March separated into three
groups

we were looking to start friendships
that may lead to transformation. Things
never happen as planned, but when the
students of Prof. Alex started to race,
all the older men were left behind, and
our march spread miles apart: 26 souls
in 3 groups.

Building friendships on the
March of Prayer
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After four hours of walking, we arrived
at El Peniel where our wives and ladies
from the church prepared a tasty meal
of menudo and chilaquiles for all. During
the walk, the Lord worked as He
wanted, friendships started, some
people were assured of the love of God,

They call themselves “Coffee among
Friends” and they meet in El Peniel, but
their hearts are to reach women from
the community in the west of Juarez.
Their goal is to do outreach and
missions at the same time they minister
to each other. Wives, widows, single
mothers and any woman who finds
hope here are welcome. The group's
primary goal is to reach out to nonbelievers.
This group was born as a follow-up of
the Summer Women’s Conference and
AeC staff and volunteers are leaders
from our ministry. But they do not only
meet for themselves, they have mission
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projects they perform as assignments
every week.

gratitude of our neighbors. It is
gratifying to witness the trust and

Community Developed

Prof. Hector teaching his students to do
push-ups, while they work for others.
Asking for God’s blessing

When AeC started our partnership
with Emilio Carranza Elementary, we
needed to educate our children who
were left outside of the education
system. But after years of relationship,
the school and the community know
what we stand for and they know they
can rely on us, because we have
provided teachers for their music and
art programs. This year our teachers in
Emilio Carranza Elementary achieved
first places in the regional contests in

commitment from our teachers to
develop all student abilities.
The House of Christ
The dream of having a house again is
becoming a reality. These months of
praying and planning were a great time
of deepening our trust in God’s

Team from Westby, WI led by Dennis Siler
of Living Waters Bible Camp.

Emilio Carranza Elementary students

singing and dance.
We found a community project for an
agricultural action outreach and the
Open School Kids went with their
teachers to trim a garden near our
apartment. From this, they got close to
30 palm trees for our centers and the

provision. We thank our brothers from
Amigos en Cristo Ministries, Living
Waters Bible Camp and Cherry Hills
Church for all the support and the
funding for this dream come true. To
have the team from the staff of Living
Waters Bible Camp in Wesby WI start
the project was also a blessing.

The Lord’s
intervention is the
only way this house
could be built here.
The day the house
was started, the
Lord reminded me
in my devotional
reading: “The land
cannot be sold
permanently because
the land is mine and
you are foreigners—
you’re my tenants.”
Leviticus 25:2324 The Message
(MSG).
This house
belongs to Christ.

–Pastor Misael
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A New House for Misae

A team of 30 strong came from
Westby, WI to complete Stage 1 of the
house following the preparation of the
site by our Mexican brothers and
sisters. Another team will complete
Stage 2 in April to finish interior work.

“Esto de la casa
es tan
emocionante!!!
Es un favor
inmerecido.”
Doris Lares
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el and Doris-- Stage 1
“This House is so exciting!!! It's an undeserved favor.”
Doris Lares
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A message from Jerry

2018 Mission Trips to Juarez

“The trip was a true
blessing. Our team was
able to help build a
house for Misael and his
family. It was a privilege
to be a part of because it
is not just a house, but a
ministry. We were also
able to have a four day
VBS for the students at
each community center
on the topic of creation.
We were able to work
alongside the teachers to
help the students
understand more about
this amazing word God
has created.”
March Trip Team
Member—Katie Mesch

Amigos en Cristo
Ministries
P.O. Box 1225
Springfield, IL 62705-1225
1 (217) 415-2436
mail@AeCMinistries.org
www.aecministries.org

You may have
heard
that
I
stepped down as
president
of
Amigos en Cristo.
As the founder of
Jerry Quick
the ministry, I still
have a great passion for the people we
work with and the God that we serve.
Julie Zara has agreed to take over as
president and will do a great job in
leading us forward. As for myself, I am
remaining on the board and will be
working with teams that are taking
short-term trips to Juarez. As when we
first started the work as Amigos en
Cristo in Juarez, we are still focused on
three areas of ministry: adult education,
children's afterschool programming and
short-term mission trips.
Recently Annie Gallagher posted this on
her March 12, 2018 Facebook.
“I was 15 when I took my first mission trip
to Summerset Kentucky. It was on that trip
that I gave my life to Christ and was

baptized. My desire is for youth and adults
both to have an opportunity to get out of
their comfort zones and allow God to
speak to them. Several adults have told me
that they always look forward to coming
back to Juarez because it allows them to
reset their thoughts on what is really
important in life.”
We have three remaining trips planned
for 2018 that are open to everyone. I
would like to challenge you to come
and join us on one of these trips. Two
trips will include building a house for a
family in need. The June trip will also
include conducting a small medical clinic
and the September trip will include
working at a women’s conference. Also
in the fall we will have a vision trip
where individuals can come for a couple
of days to observe the ministry and
witness how God is at work in Juarez. If
you are interested in going on any of
these trips please let C arol
carol@aecministries.org or myself
know.
– Jerry jerry@aecministries.org

Upcoming Construction, Women’s Ministry and Vision Trips
June 9-16 The team will build a house for a local family. Springfield, IL doctor Dr.
Saira Silas joins Dr. Doris Loera in conducting a clinic for women and children.
Sept. 22-29 The team will build a house for a local family. Mexican and US women
host EXPO MUJERE 2018 a conference for women.
Fall 2018. Vision trip to observe the ministry and witness how God is at work.
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There’s plenty of work for skilled and unskilled folks coming with an attitude to serve! Contact
Jerry@aecministries.org or Carol@aecministries.org for more information.

